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EFFORTS OF FAITH COMMUNITIES IN BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA IN  EDUCATING THEIR CONGREGATIONS FOR PEACE

A presentation by Dr. Mato Zovkic at 9th Nuremberg Forum, Sept. 26 to 29, 2006

(Summary)

Leaders and ministers of faith communities in BH  reject criticism of left minded politicians and sociologists for having sided with ethnic interests and needs of their respective communities during 1991-1995 war for ethnic territories after disintegration of Yugoslavia. At the same time they are aware that November 1995 Dayton Accords have produced only a cease-fire, not a stable and just peace, and that they should contribute towards peace education.

Here is a brief account of their endeavors:

· School manuals for confessional religious instruction in public schools  have been revised so that “other” students and believers can “recognize” themselves in such presentations;

· Inter-religious Council of Muslim, Orthodox, Catholic and Jewish leaders who have their seats in Sarajevo has been established in June 1997;

· Orthodox and Catholic bishops meet from time to time and issue statements encouraging the Christians of BH to responsible citizenship and tolerance;

· Dr. Mustafa Ceric as leader of BH Muslim Community in his Declaration of European Muslims supports constructive living of different ones in a united Europe; similarly Muslim community of BH in its Platform for Dialogue in BH is ready to educate Muslims for peace in BH;

· Although Bosnjaks-Muslims, Serbs-Orthodox and Croats-Catholics still differ in what kind of state BH should be, weekly worship services are used to educate one’s own congregations in their faith and responsible living, not to caricature “the others” or declare them a permanent danger for “ours”;

· Leaders and ministers of Faith communities accept European experience of secular state, but they oppose an aggressive secularism and would like to offer spiritual values to their pluralistic civil society.

Great religions ordinarily exceed the boundaries of countries and ethnic communities, but in BH for centuries ethnic and religious identities coincide and this is what causes difficulties for leaders and ministers of Faith communities who are expected to primarily take care of needs and interests of their ethnic community while performing their ministry.  In educating their congregations for peace they sometimes need prophetic insight and courage to resist populism and pressure of  daily politics. This presenter fully agrees with Stephen R. Goodwin, Fractured Land, Healing Nations. A Contextual Analysis of the Role of Religious Faith Sodalities Towards Peace-Building in Bosnia-Herzegovina  (Peter Lang Verlag, Frankfurt am Main 2006). Forecasting a prosperous future for BH within European integration he concludes: “Ultimately the success of the state rests in the hands and goodwill of its citizens. The religious faith sodalities have already demonstrated results of individual and communal movement from fragmentation towards wholeness, and continue to make significant contributions to sustainable peace and social restoration. Empowering them assists in the creation of a stable nation committed to the sacredness and dignity of all human life, and promotes much-needed healing in this fractured land” (p. 269).

Stand: 01.09.2006

